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The Third Network - In a nutshell

Description

Key Trends Impacting Carrier Ethernet Services Market

Carrier Ethernet Continues To Gain Acceptance Among Enterprises, Due To The Benefits It Offers, As
Compared To Internet: Scalability, Reliability, And Cost Efficient Bandwidth. As Enterprises Continue To
Gain These Benefits From Carrier Ethernet, They Tend To Drive Network Carrier’s Efforts To Stringent
Monitoring Of Slas For Switched Ethernet Services. Hence Network Carriers Have Started Offering
Standardized Slas For Switched Ethernet Services.

Private Networks Built On Carrier Ethernet Technology Provide Assured Bandwidth And Security. But It
Lacks Agility. It Takes A Significant Amount Of Time To Set Up A Carrier Ethernet Network Across
Network Operator Domains. On The Other Hand, Internet Is Ubiquitous. It Is Agile, As It Can Be Served
On-Demand. But It Has Security And Performance Issues. It Would Be Great To Have A Data Network
Combining The Best Of Both Worlds. Internet-Like Agility And On-Demand Service Experience With Ce2.0
Like Service Assurance.

The Third Network Initiative

With The Above Considerations In Mind, Mef Has Come Up With An Initiative Called As ‘The Third
Network’. The Mef’s Strategy To Implement The Third Network Vision Is To Use Network As A Services
(Naas) Principles; The Solution Is To Develop A Layered Approach To Break Down Complex Problems,
Domain By Domain Or Layer By Layer. Mef Network As A Service Is A Self-Service, On-Demand Network
Connectivity Service Delivered Between Physical Or Virtual Service Endpoints. It Gives Service Providers
The Agility To Deliver Assured Services Backed By Slas. It Gives Unprecedented Levels Of Network
Control For Various Cloud-Centric Applications And Network Connectivity Services Within The Existing
Network Architectures As Well As Emerging Sdn And Nfv Implementations.

Mef Is Now Standardizing Lifecycle Orchestration With Layered Abstraction To Automate Naas Per Layer,
Starting At Carrier Ethernet Layer. The Services In The Third Network Will Be Orchestrated Among All
The Participating Service Providers, Operators And Enterprises In Order To Provide Coordinated End To
End Management And Control. Orchestrating The Network Would Mean To Automate The Service
Lifecycle Management Within And Across Network Operator Domains. This Orchestration Capabilities
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Will Drastically Reduce The Time To Establish And Modify The Characteristics Of The End To End Service
And Will Also Assure The Service Quality.

If This Becomes A Reality, Persons Travelling On Business Would Be Free From Depending On Public
Networks Or Wi-Fi Networks To Connect To Vpns. Business-Class-Network Services Would Be Delivered
On-Demand, Across Multi-Carrier Networks. Cloud Service Will Be Delivered Seamlessly On-Demand.

The Work Is Already Underway For Defining The Lifecycle Service Orchestration Apis For Existing
Network, Nfv And Sdn Implementations To Provide The Abstraction To Different Layers. To Promote The
Concept, Mef Has Formed An Industry Group Named Mefunite Which Consists Of Industry Standard
Bodies Like Onf, leee And Etsi. Industry Players Are Working Closely To Accelerate The Deployment And
Realization Of The Third Network.
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